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Consider the following when developing tiers:
· Amount of scaffolding – teacher directed, teacher as facilitator, small group aid, independent
· Resources needed – one or few, many varied
· Complexity of resources – on grade level, above grade level
· Process complexity – pace, number of steps, amount of time, repetition, 
· Amount of structure – defined, open-ended
· Background knowledge needed – basic, grade-level, extended understanding
· Concrete to abstract
· Product complexity – easy answers, complex/varied, integration of other concepts and skills       adapted from work by Bertie Kilgore                                                                                 
************************************************************************************************************ 1st – Our Tiered Questions/Statements
Formulate new questions, applying a variety of starters and Bloom’s levels, that you might ask your students. Be sure you are challenging yourself with something new and creative, as well as your students. Be prepared to explain your choices and support how they are more creative, in-depth and challenging than what you may have created in the past for each tier. What would that question look like if you restructured it as a statement/direction? 
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************************************************************************************************************
2nd – Activity Product Tiers – Choice Options – Where can we go? 
Examine the sample below and create a new basic level and tier 1 activity for your classroom that applies the sample structure. Which possible ‘place to go’ is the sample representing? Select a different ‘place to go’ from the list and create new tier activities.
	Basic
	Tier 1 

	Describe the basic components of the ______
ecosystem and how they interact for the health of the system. Predict what would most likely happen if one important part of the ecosystem were removed or changed. Give at least one ( 2…) scientific reason(s) for your thinking.
* Written and pictoral poster

	Predict the most likely effects on the health of a selected eco- system if one important part of the system is removed.  What may occur if one of this ____ were significantly increased? Select a second ecosystem, with which system 1 interacts, and elaborate on what changes will most likely occur in system 2.  Scientifically defend your thinking.
* Written and pictoral poster

	

	

	
	


Can tier: Choice Boards, TicTacToe, Cubing, Activity Cards, Assessments, Centers/Stations, Contracts, Expert Groups. Thinking Keys, Discussion Groups, ThinkTrix, Multiple Intelligence Activities, Activity Charts…
*************************************************************************************************************
Think about it?  How have the concepts we have investigated, and the skills you have practiced today, increased your passion, and confidence in using and creating tiering?                                                                                                 ©2018 by Patricia Clary, Entrusted Teacher Consulting
